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Couples share stories of finding Valentines for life





     George and Patricia Huebner met, fell in love...and the rest is history.


     It began more than 60 years ago at a Christmas dance honoring college students in George's hometown. Patricia was there as a date of another friend.


     After sharing a few dances, George and Patricia quickly sensed an attraction.


     "I liked the looks of her," George, now 83, offered in explaining why he was interested in the dark-haired young woman in the green taffeta dress.


     "We had a lot of common interests," said Patricia, now 80, noting that the dress she wore that night is tucked safely away in a cedar chest at her home in College Station. "I really liked him and I still do."


     Like many couples who have shared decades together, the Huebners consider themselves lucky and in many ways special for finding a lifelong partner.


     "I'm amazed," Patricia said about her lifelong marriage. "It really doesn't seem like it's been that long."


     Patricia said it seems like yesterday when she and George exchanged phone calls and daily letters while he was attending Texas A&M University and she was at Texas State College for Women in Denton. "I think I wrote more letters to him than papers for school," Patricia said. "I called her so much the operator in Bryan knew who we were," George added.


     Patricia remembers one Valentine's Day when George sent her three dozen roses - a gesture that helped her realize that he cared deeply for her. "Imagine three dozen roses in a tiny dorm room," she said. "He was a very gallant suitor."


     The phone calls, letters, and a few weekend trips proved enough to bond the couple, and they were engaged to be married in Houston on Dec. 27, 1941, exactly two years after they met.


     After George's service in the military during World War II and life in New York and Houston, the couple settled in College Station. They have lived in the same house for 49 years, raising a family and working - George as a professor at A&M and Patricia as an elementary school teacher.


     "I feel like we have been very fortunate," Patricia said. "We have four children, six grandchildren, and two great-grands. We've had a full life together."


     The Huebners will celebrate their Diamond Anniversary by taking a cruise to Alaska, a trip George mentioned he wanted to take on the first night they met.


     The Huebners claim that they are just as in love as they were when they met more than 62 years ago. The only secret they give for their longevity as a couple is love and respect - lots of it.


     "We have mutual interests and mutual respect," Patricia said. "I think our strong faith has also helped us through the tough times."


