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Aged Citizen Dies Tuesday At Family Home Buried Wed.

After many months of illness, and receiving every care and attention, Aug. Warnken, aged 76 years, 6 months and 5 days, died at the family home north of La Grange, Tuesday morning.  Funeral services were held at the home and interment was had at the new cemetery Wednesday afternoon, Rev. J. E. Roth, pastor of the First Baptist church, officiating.

Mr. Warnken had resided in the city of La Grange since his early youth, and for many years was one of its substantial citizens and business men.  He was born at Bluff, and was the son of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Warnken, who removed to La Grange where the senior Warnken conducted a blacksmith and wheelwright shop on the corner of Jefferson and Colorado streets, and now occupied by Meyer Bros.  August Warnken succeeded ----- continuing blacksmith and wheelwright shop at the same stand, adding a mill work plant.  Until 1892 he was in charge, when he sold the business to Meyer Brothers.

When the third courthouse of Fayette county was razed in 1891, to enable contractors to build the present temple of justice, Mr. Warnken purchased the rocks used in the old courthouse and erected the brick front building now occupied by Wiekel Bros. and J. T. Phillips.  In this building he conducted a general hardware business, which he later sold to J. W. Holloway, retaining ownership of the building.  Later he purchased the wooden building used as a blacksmith shop, lying in between his new building and then postoffice building (now occupied by W. S. Robson, electrical contractor) and joined the two structures with brick.  Progressive and honorable, and a real friend to those who desired his friendship.

Mr. Warnken served La Grange for several terms as alderman, retiring undefeated, and because of his age, sought a more quiet life.  He was united in marriage with Miss Fannie Holster in 1880; three children were born to them.  Lula, a daughter, died in infancy; Edwin Warnken, who became a prominent attorney at Galveston, died in that city in 1926; Chas. A. Warnken, attorney, eldest son, resides in La Grange.

Mrs. Warnken died at Temple in 1918, following a surgical operation.  Six years ago, 1929, Mr. Warnken was united in marriage with Mrs. Edith Birdwell of La Grange, who with Chas. A. Warnken and three grandchildren survive.

The Journal offers its sincere sympathy to the chief mourners.

