Edna Mills Willrich

In 1931 a southbound Kansas City Southern passenger train slowed to a stop and a young lady stepped off.  Edna Mills had arrived for her new job and the rest of her life in DeQuincy.

To meet the train that day were a couple of young men who had heard some new teachers were coming to town.  Jake Willrich told his pal, Pete Perkins, that the “one in the silly hat was his.”  Edna married Jake three years later.  Her teaching career would come to an abrupt halt as married women were not allowed to teach in those days.

Their only child, Candace, was born twelve years later in 1946.  When Jake died unexpectantly in 1952, Edna’s role as a businesswoman began.  She operated his oil and gas distributorship for two years keeping books, and sometimes pumping gas; until leasing to then Standard Oil Company.  Her teaching career resumed in 1954 shortly, and she would raise her young daughter alone.

Edna’s 67 years in DeQuincy have been spent actively involved in civic and community endeavors.

She is the only living charter member of the DeQuincy Study Club, the oldest federated civic organization in DeQuincy founded in 1938.  She has served as its president three different times and in all of its other offices as well.  Several of the noteworthy accomplishments of the club were the establishment of DeQuincy’s first library, a wheel chair project to provide assistance to the disabled, and hearing tests for all of the local school children.  She is an active member today and her daughter is also a member.

Edna became a member of the First Baptist Church soon after her arrival, and has been active in many areas.  She served several times as a Sunday School teacher and is presently a member of the Martha Sunday School Class.  She has been a member of the choir until recently, a member of Senior Power Group, and the Senior Power Choir which visits the local nursing home and hospital on special occasions.  She served for many years as the chairman of the Bereavement Committee comforting families in dark hours, and has been a faithful member of the Women’s Missionary Union.

Edna’s initiation in 1927 into the Order of the Eastern Star preceded her arrival in DeQuincy, and she has been an active member of the Adah Chapter #34 all of these years.  Her 70 years of membership have included holding all stations.  She is a past matron.

In her many years of teaching Home Economics, Edna has taught several generations of DeQuincy women in the art of homemaking, particularly to cook and sew.  Although retired, she continues to receive calls from former students asking her advice about this and that.  She is well known for her belief in “a pot of soup to soothe and a pound cake to celebrate,” and there have been many recipients.

As the sponsor of the Future Homemakers of America, she has influenced hundreds of young women to aspire to their roles as homemakers, and driven many miles with these girls to conventions all over the state.

For many years the annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet was held in the DeQuincy High School cafeteria adjacent to Edna’s Home Economics Department.  She and the FHA girls assisted with the menu, table settings and decorations, and served as hostesses at the event.  She was recognized and presented a plaque to acknowledge her years of service to the Chamber several years ago.

She has been a member of local and state teacher’s organizations during her teaching career, and is presently a member of the Calcasieu Parish Retired Teachers Association, the National Educators Association, and the State of Louisiana Retired Teachers Association.  She continues her active membership in Delta Kappa Gamma, a national society for teachers in Calcasieu Parish.

On the occasion of her 90th birthday she can reflect to a rich and rewarding long life of dedicated service to her community.  Although the passenger trains have long stopped running and Edna’s vision failed, her enthusiasm, dedication, and determination have not.  She is loved and admired by her many friends, her former students, and her family for her convictions, her loyalty, and her faithfulness.

